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dred pounds a year may wear clothing to the value of four
marks and a half, but not gold nor silver, precious stones
nor fur. Merchants having goods to the value of five hun-
dred pounds may dress like esquires and gentlemen to a
value of six marks. Clerks, that is to say, persons having
degrees from colleges, may dress like knights of the same
income and may wear fur in winter and lawn in summer,
and clothiers make clothes accordingly and drapers and
tailors charge proportionately. This most interesting effort to
interfere with private life stops short of regulating the use of
wine or beer; and tobacco had not yet been discovered.
It is all the more interesting to note that it was found so in-
tolerable that it was repealed the following year; and little
effort since then has been made to regulate the diet or dress
or expenditure of Englishmen; it was declared in memor-
able language that "which was ordained at the last Parlia-
ment, of Living and of Apparel, and that no English Mer-
chant should use but one Merchandise" be repealed, and
"It is ordained, That all People shall be as free as they were
before the said Ordinance," and "all Merchants, as well
Aliens as Denizens, may sell and buy all Manner of Mer-
chandises, and freely carry them out of the Realm . . . sav-
ing the Victuallers of Fish that fish for Herring and other
Pish, and they that bring Fish within the Realm." Thus,
after trying the opposite, we find triumphantly established In
the middle of the fourteenth century the great English prin-
ciple of freedom of life and trade. The legislation of this
great reign ends with the prohibition of practising lawyers
from sitting in Parliament and an ordinance that women
might not practise law or "sue in court by way of Maintenance
or Reward, especially Alice Perrons," Alice Ferrers or Pierce
having become unpopular as the mistress of the elderly king,
Our courts have usually held that there 5s no common-law
principle forbidding women to practise law, but from this
ancient statute it would appear that such decisions are
erroneous.